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Abd-el-Kriin was put to flight, and Axdir paid in
fire for the crime of having harboured him and been
his stronghold, The winter delayed the campaign,
but in the spring of 1926 it went forward again
and continued until, in July, 19275 Spain could say
that she had stamped out the last traces of resistance
to her authority. But this was of no further
concern to Franco's career* After Aihucemas he
was decorated with his second Military Medal
Once again his promotion was inevitable ; at thirty-
two he became the youngest general in Europe.
When Franco returned to Spain, he found that
at last his yoke carried some national weight.
It was no longer necessary to go to Morocco in
order to assert his importance. By his own
achievement he had vindicated the policy he had
always advocated for the Spanish army. The
African forces, he maintained, should never become
an independent unit. Rather should Africa be
used as a training ground for all Spain's soldiers.
With this argument he backed up his contention
that military promotion should be based primarily
OB proved ability in warfare. For young officers
who had won their spurs in Africa seemed to Mm
the best fitted for ultimate positions of Mgh
responsibility in the army at home. His own case
was, of course, the supreme example.
With Morocco he was now no longer directly